132    PSYCHOLOGY OF ABILITIES AND DISABILITIES

distinctly good and the latter decidedly below normal.
So far as he was tested, anything in the auditory field
was done extremely well.

Physically the boy was fairly well developed, but rather
poorly nourished. There may have been some difficulty
with adenoids, for he was a partial mouth-breather.
He had suffered no illnesses, except that when he was
seven years old he had fallen, striking the back of his
head, and two weeks later went to the hospital because
paralysis of the left side then appeared. He was said to
have been unable to talk for about ten days, but then re-
covered his speech. At the time of our examination, we
found no speech defect of any kind. Evidently he made
a good recovery; when we saw him there was but very
slight atrophy of the left side, knee jerks were almost
equal, and there was very little difference noted in the
strength of the two arms; he walked with a slight limp.

Case 25. Edgar M., 11 years old, has had the best of
opportunities, both from the standpoint of home environ-
ment and continuous attendance at an unusually fine
school. Every advantage that comes from intelligent
home interest and cooperation has been his. By his
regular teachers and occasional tutors much effort has
been expended in the desire to help the boy progress.
In spite of all this, he was brought to us- by his highly
intelligent parents as a case which was perhaps not under-
stood and which was felt to be met unsatisfactorily by the
ordinary school procedure. He was not a disciplinary
problem, but he showed extremely little interest in school
work, and little initiative or response even in outside
activities. His range of interests was said to be very
limited.

Our several psychological examinations revealed the
fact that in many respects Edgar was far beyond his age
in ability, in spite of his poor standing in school. As